one from Madame Surville, written evidently at the instigation of M. and Mine, de Balzac, to blame his supposed idleness ; and the poor fellow, to whom this fault at least could at no time be justly imputed, asks her if he is not already unhappy enough, and tells her pathetically how he suffers from these unjust suspicions, and that he can never be happy till he is dead. In the end, however, he returns with childlike persistence to the screens as a panacea for all his ills, and finishes with : " But my screens—I want them more than ever, for a little joy in the midst of torment ! "
He had now apparently completely gone under, like many another promising young man of whom great things are expected; and he had in his pride and misery hidden  himself from  every one, except a few intimate friends.    With the death on. June  19th,   1829, of his  father, whose last days were  saddened by the   knowledge   of his   soil's disaster, the   world   was   poorer   by   one  castle in the air the less ; for besides his natural sorrow at the death of the kind old man, who was   so much softer than his wife, the dream of becoming a millionaire by means  of  the  Tontine  capital faded away, like all poor Honore's other visions.
* cc Correspondance," vol. i. p. 82.inting-office. Uncrushed by the scathing ments on his attempts at decoration, curious igh characteristic efforts on the part of a
